2010 Secie-Econemic Prolile o Zasmboaria Sibutas Province

GENERAL INFORMATION

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND : February 24, 2001
R.A. 8973

In early 1960's, there was an attempt to divide Zamboanga del Sur into
two Provinces. Several bills were filed in congress since the term of the late Rep.
Vincenzo Sagun until that of Congresswoman Belma Cabilao to this effect.
Unfortunately, all their bills remained unacted and were relegated to the
recesses of the archives.

In 1993, another initiative called the Zamboanga Occidental Movement
was started that ushered in a renewed political consciousness among the people
of the 3™ District of Zamboanga del Sur. This movement was that strong that a
People’s Initiative was conducted simultaneously with the May 1997 Barangay
Elections. In this exercise, majority of the voters signed in favor for a new
Province.

It was in the term of Congressman George T. Hofer of the municipality of
Titay. True to his campaign promise, he sponsored House Bill No. 1311. His bill
sailed to rough waters as expected. But as the saying goes, “When the going
gets rough, only the tough gets going.” He managed to push the bill up in the
ladders of congress, gave it a new identity by naming the proposed Province as
Zamboanga Sibugay. He lobbied for its approval in the senate and had the
President of the Republic former President Joseph E. Estrada finally approve the
creation of the new Province. Republic Act 8973 embodies the legal
creation of Zamboanga Sibugay Province.

TOPOGRAPHY

Stretching northward from Zamboanga City in the Southwest and running
along the northern boundary of Zamboanga del Norte is a mountainous area
except Titay Valley. In the Northeast spreading to Sibuguey valley is flat and
slightly rolling. The coastal plains are narrow strips extending regularly from the
Southwest, and then spreading into wide flat lands when reaching the coastal
plains of Sibuguey Bay area.

CLIMATE AND TEMPERATURE

The Province of Zamboanga Sibugay is moderately normal (climate type
ITI) in general climatic condition. The annual rainfall varies from 1,599 mm to
3,500 mm. Temperature is relatively warm and constant throughout the year
ranging from 22° C to 35° C. he province is rarely visited by typhoons being
outside the typhoon belt. However, severe monsoon rains can cause its major
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rivers to overflow and bring floods to the lower areas of the province such as
those situated in Sibuguey Valley.

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

1.5

There are 16 municipalities comprising the Province. These municipalities
are Ipil, Kabasalan, Naga, R.T. Lim, Siay, Titay, Tungawan, Alicia, Buug,
Diplahan, Imelda, Mabuhay, Malangas, Olutanga, Payao and Talusan. It has a
total of 389 barangays and 127 are coastal barangays out of the total barangays
of the province.

Congressional Districts
No. of Municipalities
No. of Barangays

Two (2) Congressional Districts
Sixteen (16)
389

LGU CREATION

Kabasalan is the oldest municipality created on February 17, 1937 under
Executive Order number 77. The second municipality was Ipil and was taken
from Kabasalan in 1949. Malangas and Alicia created from Margosatubig,
Zamboanga del Sur in 1951. Other municipality created 1950's; five (5) in 60’s;
four (4) in 70’s and one (1) in the 80's.

Table 1-1 List of Municipalities, Date of Creation, and Laws of Creation Sources

No. | Municipality Date of Creation Created By Created From

01 | Kabasalan February 17, 1937 E.O. No. 77 Oldest Municipality
02 | Ipil July 26, 1949 E.O. No. 249 Kabasalan

03 | Malangas June 15, 1951 R.A. No. 654 Margosatubig

04 | Alicia August 22, 1951 E.O. No. 468 Margosatubig

05 | Olutanga November 16, 1957 E.O. No. 274 Alicia

06 | Siay December 27, 1957 E.O. No. 223 Kabasalan, Malangas
07 | Buug February 26, 1960 E.O. No. 380 Malangas

08 | Titay May 24, 1960 E.O. No. 395 Ipil

09 | Tungawan May 24, 1960 E.O. No. 395 Ipil

10 | Naga May 18, 1967 R.A. No. 4875 Kabasalan

11 | Mabuhay May 18, 1967 R.A. No. 4876 Olutanga

12 | Diplahan December 19, 1979 B.P. Blg. 48 Malangas, Buug, Siay
13 | Talusan November 11, 1977 P.D. No. 1237 Mabuhay, Olutanga
14 Payao November 11, 1977 P.D. No. 1233 Siay

15 Imelda November 11, 1977 P.D. No. 1239 Malangas, Siay, Alicia
16 [R.T.Lim March 16, 1982 B.P. Blg. 183 Ipil, Titay

Source: PPDO, Zamboanga Sibugay
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